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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1, 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Noishiki 
et al. (US 5,367,530; hereafter Noishiki). 

Noishiki discloses an optical head device comprising: 

a laser beam emitting element having a rectangular type body frame in which a 
semiconductor laser chip is accommodated (see Fig. 11; element 21 is a laser beam emitting 
element); 

a light-emitting element holder that holds the laser beam emitting element and includes a 
first holder member and a second holder member (see Fig. 11; element 22a is a light-emitting 
element holder; holder includes a groove 32, therefore, forming a first holder member and a 
second holder member); and 

a base portion to which the light-emitting element holder is mounted (see Fig. 41; it is 
inherent that the optical head device of Noishiki includes a base portion to which the holder is 
mounted), wherein the first holder member and the second holder member are fixed to each other 
so as to respectively abut with part of the laser beam emitting element fi-om both sides to hold the 
laser beam emitting element (see Fig. 1 1 and col. 7, lines 39-66). 

Regarding claims 15 and 16: 
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Claims 15 and 16 recites similar limitations as in claim 1; hence, claims 15 and 16 are 
rejected under the same reasons set forth in claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 6, 8, 9, 14, 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lin (US 6,590,773) in view of Yagi (USP 2002/0075915). 
Regarding claim 1 : 

Lin discloses an optical head device comprising: 

a light beam emitting element having a rectangular type body frame in which a 
semiconductor chip is accommodated (see Fig. 8; element 1 is a Hght beam emitting element); 

a light-emitting element holder that holds the light beam emitting element and includes a 
first holder member and a second holder member (see Figs. 8 and 9; elements 31 and 32 
correspond to the first holder member and the second holder member, respectively) ; and 

a base portion to which the light-emitting element holder is mounted (see Fig. 9), 

wherein the first holder member and the second holder member are fixed to each other so 
as to respectively abut with part of the light beam emitting element fi"om both sides to hold the 
laser beam emitting element (see Figs 8 and 9). 
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Lin fails to disclose that the light beam emitting element is a laser beam emitting 
element; however, Yagi discloses an optical head device comprising a laser beam emitting 
element (see Fig. IB, element 25). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the teaching of Lin and Yagi. A person of ordinary skilled in the art 
would have been motivated to employ a laser beam emitting element in the optical head device 
of Lin, since the laser beam emitting element can be used to record/reproduce information 
to/from optical disk. Furthermore, one skilled in the art would have been motivated to employ a 
holder for the laser beam emitting element in the optical head device of Yagi, because the holder 
helps dissipate heat from the laser beam emitting element, thereby enhancing the performance of 
the laser beam emitting element. 

Regarding claim 6: 

Lin discloses the optical head device, further comprising means for connecting the first 
holder member and the second holder member (see Figs. 8 and 9). 
Regarding claim 8: 

Lin discloses the optical head device, further comprising a boss and a hole press-fitted by 
the boss that connect the first holder member and the second holder member (see Fig. 8; element 
312 is a boss, and element 325 is a hole). 

Regarding claim 9: 

Lin discloses the optical head device, wherein the body frame includes an emission face 
and a back face (see Fig. 8; element 12 corresponds to the emission face). 
Regarding claim 14: 
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Lin discloses the optical head device, further comprising means for attaching light- 
emitting element holder to the base portion (see Fig. 9; element 5 is the base portion). 
Regarding claim 15 and 16: 

Claims 15 and 16 recites similar limitations as in claim 1; hence, claims 15 and 16 are 
rejected under the same reasons set forth in claim 1. 

4. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lin in view of 
Yagi as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Nagase et al. (US 6,483,185; hereafter 
Nagase). 

Lin and Yagi fail to show the first holder member and a second holder member are 
coimected by a screw; however, Nagase discloses a holder comprising a first holder member and 
a second holder member (see Fig. 5; element 27 is the first holder member, and element 13 is the 
second holder member); and a screw that connects the first holder member and the second holder 
member (see Fig. 5; element 26 is a screw). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skilled in the art to utilize a screw to connect the first holder member and a second holder 
member in the optical head device of Lin. One of ordinary skilled in the art would have been 
motivated to do this, because a screw can provide a stronger connection. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 2-5, 10-13, and 17-20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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In regards to claim 2, none of the reference of record alone or in combination disclose or 
suggest an optical head device comprising a protrude plate parts that protrude sideward from the 
rectangular type body frame of the laser beam emitting element and are held by the first holder 
member and the second holder member from both sides so that the rectangular type body 
frame is not pressed by the first holder member and the second holder member. 

In regards to claim 5, none of the reference of record alone or in combination disclose or 
suggest an optical head device comprising an attaching face formed on the &st holder member 
for attaching to the base portion; an attaching face formed on the second holder member for 
attaching to the base portion, and an aperture formed by the attaching faces of the first and 
the second holder members for passing the laser beam emitted by the laser beam emitting 
element through. 

Claims 17 and 20 recite similar limitations as in claims 2 and 5, respectively. Hence, 
they are being objected under the same reasons. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Sogawa et al. (USP 2004/0017763) discloses a light-emitting element holder that holds a 
laser beam emitting element. 

Tajiri et all (US 6,023,448) teaches a laser beam emitting element having a rectangular 
type body frame. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lixi Chow whose telephone number is 571-272-7571. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 8:30am to 6:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne Young can be reached on 571-272-7582. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you v^ould 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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